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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will appfy and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)Q Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 11-16.22.29 and 32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 11-13.22.29 and 32 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 14-16 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\Z\ accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . Applicant's election without traverse of group 11(11-1 6,22,29,32) in Paper No. 1 1 
is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U S C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Osaku et al. et al 
(US Patent 6,061, 837). 

As to claim 30, Osaku discloses a method for generating a valid alias, 

comprising: 

storing attributes, the attributes corresponding to user entered information 
[ a client access information (attributes) are stored in a file and when owner (user) 
registers a URL numeric code(alias) additional information is obtained and added to the 
database (col. 25, lines 39-52)]; receiving user information for a number of attributes 
from said stored attributes and generating an alias by employing said user information, 
[the registered URL numeric code (alias) is selected based on user's telephone 
number; birth date, vehicle number, house number, room number or musical tones 
(attributes) (col. 15, lines 54-65)] wherein the number of attributes are selected so as to 
result in a valid alias generated (col. 15, lines 46-53). 
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4. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Thomas et al (US 
Patent 6, 421 , 339). 

As to claim 29, Thomas discloses a method for facilitating the transmission of a 
message to a user of a message system, the message system employing aliases to 
define device sets associated with users of the message system, the message system 
transmitting a message to user devices associated with an alias when the alias is the 
intended recipient of the message, the method comprising: 

providing service providers access to database records [ each gate keeper 
(service provider) maintains a database (col. 4, lines 24-27)], a database record 
includes at least a user device identifier and a corresponding user alias [ the database 
registers user terminal alias for a terminal (device) and a current IP address (device 
identifier) (col. 4, lines 1-7)], 

making a communication link available for transmitting messages from 
the service provider to the message system [ in Fig. 1 , the visiting user 42 is provided a 
connection to his home network]; 

receiving messages from the service provider, the messages including a 
user alias as the intended recipient of the message (col. 4; lines 31-44). 

forwarding the message to the users of the message system (col. 6, lines 13-20). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) unpatentable as being 

Edelstein et al. (US Patent 5,764, 906) and in inview of Kane et al (US Patent 5,487, 

100) 

As to claim 1 1 , Edelstein discloses a method for transmitting a message to a 
recipient, the recipient is associated with an alias identifier, the alias identifier is 
associated with at least one permission criteria, the alias identifier is further associated 
with at least one communication device, comprising: 

selecting a user alias (col. 3; lines 43-49) 

verifying that the selected alias is for a registered recipient (col. 12; Iines1-17, 
col. 13, lines 25-35). 

checking the permission criteria associated with the alias [ the delivery services 
to clients employs a number of electronic or non electronic devices such as fax; 
telephone and postal service, the user may request to deliver the message by fax or in 
printed form by mail (col. 7, lines 4-11) (i.e. permission criteria associated with the 
alias)]. 

sending the message to a recipient device associated with the selected 
alias (col. 3, lines 59-60, col. 7, lines 4-15)]. 
Edelstein does not discloses, 
compiling a message for the recipient; 
checking the message length of the complied message; 
notifying the sender of the receipt of the message. 
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Kane discloses an e-mail message delivery system that deliveries e-mail from 
originating devices to destination devices using alias (col. 1, lines 65-col. 2, line 7). The 
messages are accumulated for each subscriber in a message database (compiled) (col. 
5, lines 24-34). The system determines a maximum message length to be 
communicated to limit the size of the message and the bandwidth of the communication 
channel (col. 7, lines 62-col. 8, line 13). 

The system notifying the sender of the receipt of the message (col. 6, lines lines 
17-20, col. 7, lines 55-58). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Kane's teachings to modify the method of Edelstein by 
compiling received messages; checking the message length of the complied message; 
notifying the sender of the receipt of the message in order to limit and conserve the 
bandwidth of the communication channel and enable subscribers to better manage their 
the costs of receiving messages. 

Claim 12 is a broad version of claim 1 1 and is rejected for the same grounds in 
claim 1 1 . 

As to claim 13, Kane further discloses, 

retrieving a maximum message length for a communication device 
associated with the identifier ( col, 7, lines 63-66); 

determining the message length of the received message (col. 8; lines 11-14). 
comparing the message length of the received message to the maximum 
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message length; and modifying the transmission of the message when the message 
length of the received message exceeds the maximum message length (col. 8, lines 14- 
17). 

As to claim 22, Kane further discloses wherein said identifier is associated with 
at least one alias, said receiving comprising receiving a recipient alias, the recipient 
alias associated with said communication device via said unique identifier [destination 
address (identifier) is converted to a selective call receiver address that uniquely 
identifier the receiving device 1 30 and also much shorter in length than address 
information (i.e, alias) for the destination ( col. 6, line 60-col. 7, line 2)]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
7. Claims 14-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu Le whose telephone number is (703) 306-3101. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey, can be reached on (703) 305-9705. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 308-9051 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 



Hieu Le 
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